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SIR, 

HE Favour which You, and ſome of the 
Proprietors did me when you gave pe 
Leave to Diſcourſe with You, on the 
Subject of the Company's Settling a 
Factory at Jamaica, has encourag d me to digeſt 
my Thoughts, and to reduce them into writing for 
your Peruſal. Not that I imagine myſelf capable 
of informing you of any Thing marerial in a 
Matter of Trade merely, which you are all perfe&- 
ly Maſters of, but with intent to reconcile the 
Company to His Majeſty's Hand of Tamaics 
for their principal Factory, which as I am fully per- 
ſuaded wonld be for the Advantage of both, I 
ſhould be very glad to ſee them United. 

I am the rather induc'd to undertake this, becauſe 
it is ſo much the Intereſt of Britain, that both 
ſhould Flouriſh, and becauſe it ſeems ſo very eaſy 
and obvious that this is the Way to it; and yet I find 
many Gentlemen who have not had any Experience 
in the Vſt Indies themſelves, have very few diſtinct 
Notions about them, and have therefore been the 
eaſier led into a very ftrong Biaſs againſt it. And 
tho' there are many Perſons, who are much better 
able than myſelf to inform the Company, none have 


given themſelves the Trouble to do it, at left with 
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the ſame View, and, as I may preſume to ſay, with 


the ſame Impartiality. 
However willing, Sir, you have been, and ſome 
few others, to entertain this Propoſition at all Times, 
you have agreed It was to little purpoſe to advance it 
till very lately ; The Torrent of Power ruſh'd vio- 
lently another Way, ſufficient to bear down all that 
oppos d it, and was not to be ſtemm d but by chang- 
ing its Courſe, and bringing it back into its former 
Channel: 3 
But to come to the Matter in Hand; All that 1 
have ſeen publiſh'd upon this Subject, like moſt other 
Propoſitions at that Time, were apparently Calcula- 
ted for ſome private End; The South Sea Company 
however ſenſible they may now be of having been 
All uſed by their own Parents) were not ſo ſenſible of 
it a little while agon. They were generally conſi- 
dered, and conſfider'd themſelves as a Creature of the 
Court, and ſubmitted a long Time to its Directions. 


The Advocates for the Court, or rather thoſe in the 


Secret for cargying on the Deſign of the Managers 
of the Aſſiento Contract, (for indeed they were the 
eateſt Enemies to the Court,) thought it neceſ- 
ary to the proving what Advantages would accrew 
to the Company and to the Nation thereby, to mag- 
nify thoſe which had been enjoy d by Jamaica du- 
ring the War, [as if, Britain at that Time had 
no Concern in it ] under the ungrateful Denomination 
not only of a Secret, but a fraudulent and unlawiul 
Trade, and therefore an Inference was drawn [how 
reaſonable will appear immediately] that the Iſland of 
Jamaica was for the future to be avoided as a Rock 
in the Sea, and the Jamaica Merchants to be regard- 
ed asno better than Robbers and Pyrates in Trade, 
who ought to have been puniſh'd by the Governor 
of Jamaica. ; 
And yet this fraudulent and unlawful Trade as it 


has been lately called by them [I ſpeak of it belies 
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the Treaty] had no leſs than an Act of Parliament 


paſsd 6:b of Queen Anne, for its encouragement, En- 
tituled An Ad for the Encouragement of the Trade to 


America: In which Act the manner of Trade carry'd 


on at that Time with the Spaniards by the Famaica 
Merchants, was ſo particularly deſcribed, that the 
Parliament could not be impos d upon in it. 

Beſides Her late Majeſty had been likewiſe pleaſed 
to Countenatice that Trade in a very particular man- 
ner, by Her Inſtructions to the Governor of Famaice, 
and to ſend Blank Paſſes from King Charles, then K. 
of Spain, to be given and employed as Occaſion 
ſhould require, for the more effectual carrying it on; 
How inſolent was it to the Queen, as well as unj f. 
to Her Subjects, after this to Treat them as Pyrates 
in Trade, and Threaten them with Puniſh- 
ment for doing that which Her Majeſty and Her 
Parliament had thought fit to encourage them t 
do? | 

But this was lately ſo much forgot, and ſo little 
was any Encouragement to this Colony any more 
thought of, which had, during the War, afforded 
Great Britain (for itſelf had a very ſmall Share in it) 
the Opportunity of Trade, which return'd Annually 
to it above 100,000 J. Sterling in Bullion, beſides its 
own Manufacture, and which muſt be allow'd to 
have been a conſiderable Help towards carrying on 
the War, and to whoſe Situation was likewiſe owing 
all the Succeſſes of the Britiſh Arms in that Part of 
America; that one Action of Sir Charles Wager's in 
deſtroying the d Galleons, having been in its 
Conſequence equal to a glorious Campaign: Arid 

et, I ſay, ſo little Regard was lately had to an 

ſland ſo conſiderable, as if there was no likelihood 

of ever having any further Uſe or Occafion for it ; 

that it was ſo ſhamefully negle&ed by ſome, whoſe 

Buſineſs and Duty it was to have protected and en- 

courag it, and ſo ſcandalouſly traduced by on 
b 
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that it would undoubtedly have been brought in 4 
very little Time into evident Danger of falling into 
the Hands of France, upon any new Rupture, unpi- 
tied and unregretted. _ f 
Tho' this would in all Probability have been the 
Conſequence, had Matters gone on upon the Foot 
they then were; I am loath to be ſo uncharitable as 
to believe that to have been the Deſign of it, tho' 
ſome don't ſcruple to believe and ſay it. For my 
Part, I think the whole Myſtery was unfolded in the 
Examination before the Houſe of Lords in the Buſi- 
neſs of Captain Jobnſon, if a principal Factory was 
to have been Eftabliſh'd at Famaica, ſuch a private 
and clandeſtine Trade as appear d there to be intend- 
ed to be carry d on to the Prejudice of the Compa- 
ny, could not ſo ſafely have been carry d on by that 
or any other Way, as directly to the Coaſt of New 
Spain, nor have been ſo ſecretly manag'd as by the 
ſole Employment of Fews, Papifts and Spaniards: 
You, Sir, who had ſo conſiderable a Share in de- 
tecting that projected Piece of Fraud, and thereby 
render'd very great Service to the Nation as well as 
the Company, in putting a ſtop to ſuch proceed- 
ings, will, I am perſwaded, have had little Dif- 
ficulty to diſcern through the whole Scheme, of 
avoiding the Iſle of Famaica as a Rock, and to deter- 
mine who really deſignd to be the Robbers and 
Plunderers in that Trade. | K 
But I aſſure myſelf this Danger to Jamaica is 
over; and as the Company are already, by the 
Wiſdom and Juſtice of the preſent Adminiſtration, 
reſtor'd to a perfect Liberty of conſulting its own 
Advantage, without Dependance on any private 
Dictator, ſo I make no Queſtion but the like Re- 
gard will now be had to all Parts of His Majeſty's 
Dominions, and the Intereft and Safety of all His 
Subjects. 
The Caſe fairly ſtated, was never berwory 
| t 
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he Trade of the South-Sea Company and that of 

famaica; which imaginary Competition was art- 
fully given out to blind the Company and prejudice 
them both, by creating Jealouſies between them 
but the Queſtion with the South-Ses Company, was, 
Whether they could carry on their Trade, eſpecially 
the Aſſiento Contract, any other Way, ſo well as by 
the Way of Jamaica 2 . 

What is therefore now to be done, is no more than 

to convince the South-Sea Company, that itwill be 
moſt beneficial for them to ſettle their principal Facto- 
ry there, to determine them to do it ; and indeed, 
unleſs ſuch extraordinary Methods had been made 
uſe of to frighten them from it, it would appear alto- 
gether unneceſſary, and a Work of Supererrogati- 
on to any Perſon, the leaſt experienc'd in the Trade 
of that Part of the World, to uſe many Arguments 
about it ; but the plainer that will now be made ap- 
pear, the groſſer will appear, the Abuſes of thoſe 
* 5 ſucceſsfully prejudic d the Company a- 

ainſt it. | | 
* The only thing I don't remember to have heard 
the Jamaica Merchants accuſed of, has been want of 
Underſtanding how to carry on this Trade whilft 
they had it, in the moſt beneficial Manner : Their 
Enemies have never reproach'd them with not car- 
rying their Slaves directly from the Coaſt of Afri- 
ca to that of New Spain (which they might have done 
notwithſtanding the War, as well as the French, had 
they thought it their Intereſt) nor with making uſe of 
any other prejudicial Methods, but have allow'd them 
to have been Gainers by their Trade, however Col- 
luſive they have recken'd it; and tho it has been 
carefully avoided by the Projectors of the 4ſſi-nto Con- 
tract {as appears with no goodDeſign totheCompany) 
that any Rule or Information ſhould be had or taken 
from any. of thoſe Traders; 2 it is now preſum d, 
chat Mift being taken from beſore their Eyes, they will 
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Method if more advantageous, whatever other man- 
ner of Trade may have been procur'd for them by 
Treaty at their own Election. | 

When I have nam'd the Situation of Jamaica, I 
am ſenſible you will readily comprehend all the force 
of my Argument. It ſeems altogether needleſs to 
mention its Latitude or Longitude, or thoſe of St. 
eMartha, Carthagena, Porto-bello, Le Vere Crux and 
the Havana, with the reſt of Cuba all ſurrounding it: 
It will be needleſs likewiſe, to mention the Trade 
Winds or the Navigatien in thoſe Seas. You, Sir, 
know the Map, and all thoſe Things much better 
than I do, and will as readily make the Obſeryation 
That there is no one Place whatſoever, if One had 
ones Choice of the Whole, that lies ſo Commo- 


dious for all the Trading-parts of the Spaniſh Weſt- 


Indies, from the Entrance at the Charibbe-Iſtands, to the 
Gulf of Mexico, as Famaica does; methinks, if Ja- 


maica Port belong d to the Spaniards, it might 


ſtill be a Queſtion, If it were not the Company's 


Advantage to truſt them with their principal Facto- 


ry, by reaſon of the Conveniency it has in its 
Situation above any other Place. But I own, whilft 
ſuch an Ifland, ſo conveniently ſituated for an Eng- 
liſh Company has belong'd to the Crown of Great 
Britain, it has ſeem'd a Paradox to me, to find them 
ſeeking after Settlements in Spaniſh Dominions ; I 
mean, ſuch Settlements, as were intended by the 
Contract; ſuch as making Plantations, building 
Ware-houſes, laying in Stores, Goc. 

But as Commodious as Jamaica lies for carrying 
on the Trade with the Spaniards, its Situation never 
has been, nor ever can be, of any Advantage to it, 


but from the concurrent Advantage and Aﬀiſtance 


of Britain. | 


During the Time Jamaica is ſaid to have had this 


Trade, it was the Merchants of London and "_ 
| ky 


Examine for themſelves,and Determine upon the like 
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who ſent their Ships to Africa with the Manufacture 
of Britain, with which they purchas d Slaves, and 
ſent them to Jamaica; out of which proper Aſſort- 
ments were made for the Coaſt of New Spain, and 
the Sloops of Famaica were employ'd as the fitteſt 
and cheapeſt Veſſels for the Importation of them to 
the Spainiard ; whilſt they made their Voyages, the 
reſt of the Slaves were ſold to the Planters, and the 
Merchant Ships were taking in their Freight of the 
Manufacture of the Iſland, and by the return of the 
Sloops, were ready to fail back with their Returns, 
Part in Bullion, and Part in Sugar, Indigo, Pimen- 
to, Cotton, or other Produce of the Iſland to Bris 
tain, where the Profit of the Voyage center d. 
The chief Advantages which accru'd to , 
from this Method of Trade, was, the Employment 
of their People, the bringing Plenty of Negroes, and 
all kind of Proviſions and Stores from Britain, Ireland, 
and the Northern Plantations to their Market. The 
keeping up the Price of their Commodities, and 
making Freight reaſonable, by the Number of Ship- 
ping it brought to the Iſland : All which Advantages 
it is conceiv'd would remain to them, if the South- 
Sea-Company continued to make the ſame Uſe of them. 
And in return of which the Iſland will moſt certain- 
ly afford the Company reciprocal Advantages. 

Experience [perhaps the beſt Argument in Trade] 
has confirm'd the Method practisd by the Famaics 
Merchants to be the beſt, if not the only One for 
furniſhing the Spaniards with Negroes to any Ad- 
vantage; The demands of the Spaniard: are gene- 
rally for compleat Slaves, Men and Women in theit 
Prime of Life, or Boys and Girls, all clean Limb'd, 
Healthy, without Blemiſh or Defect, and ſuch 
Men or Women are what they uſually call Pjezas de 
India, and tho' Two Slaves or more by reaſon of 
their Age or Size may be reckon'd as one piece of 
India, with reſpe& to the Duty, yet it is very oun 
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that they will Buy any Slave the leſt defective or diſ- 
figur d, tho it be but in the tip of an Ear. | 

Now as Ships on the Coaſt of Africa muſt Slave as 
they can, and do uſually bring from thence Negroes 
of all ſorts, whereof hardly ever above Two Thirds 
are fit for the Spaniards. It becomes neceſſary upon 
this account to touch firſt at ſome other Place to 
make the Aſſortment proper for the Spaniards, and 
to ſecure a Market for the Remainder. Beſides, Ships 
from the Coaſt of Guinea frequently arrive in a very 
ſickly Condition in America, and ſometimes with 
the Small Pox amongſt them, in which Caſe nothing 
can be more for the Advantage of the Slaves as well 
as their Owners, than to ſhift them into freſh Veſ- 
ſels, from thoſe that are Diſtemper'd, and ſo to 
ſend them with a freſh ſupply of Water and Provi- 


ſions to the Coaſt of New Spain, where a contagious 


Sickneſs among the Slaves (eſpecially if they ſhould 
be obliged to continue any Time aboard after their 
Arrival) might ruin the whole Voyage. 


And this would probably as often happen as Ships 


arrived with the Small Pox aboard. It being required 
by the 21/7 Article of the Contract, That whenever 
the Ships of the ſaid 4ſfentiſts ſhall Arrive in the 
Ports of the Indies with their Cargoes of Negroes, 
* The Captains thereof ſhall be obliged to Certify 
that there is not any contagious Diſtemper a- 
* .mongſt them, without which they ſhall not be 
* admitted. 

But beſides it is not likely they will always find a 
very quick Market. The Spaniards will wait to low- 
er the Price; which the Jamaica Merchants always 
experienc'd, Meeting with great Delays, on ſome 


Pretence or other as often as they carry'd their Slaves 


without a previous demand by their Correſpondents ; 


Upon which Occaſions of a previous Demand, it has 
ever been that they have madethe beſt Voyages, and 
Sold their Cargoes entire, and been immediately 


diſpatch d. But 
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"But 1 think Sir, all theſe and other Inconvenien- 
cies were to be remedy d by Privileges yielded to 
the Company, ſuch as building Store-Houſes, lay- 
ing in of Stores of all kinds, Landing their Negroes 
in ſome Caſes, and ſettling Plantations for their - 
better Refreſhment and Subliſtence ; and this by a 
notable Contrivance was to be done by the Slaves 
themſelves, as a moderate Exerciſe only to keep 
chem in Health, until they ſhould be diſpoſed of. 
Now ſuppoſing theſe Privileges to afford the 
Company all the real Conveniencies for their Ship- 
ping and Trade that Famaica could afford them, .I 
will venture to ſay they would coſt them Ten times 
as much, every body knows the dearneſs of Labour, 
and the ſcarcity as well as dearneſs of Proviſions up- 
on the Coaſt of New Spain, which will concern the 
Factories on account of their own Living as well as 
their Slaves; the ſame Expence of Store-Houſes and 
all neceſſary Accommodations for their Ships and 
Slaves muſt be made in every Factory as in any one: 
There being no Two Ports, except Cartbagena and 
Portobel, which lie near ſo commodious for the Aſſiſt- 
ance of one another as Famaica does for them all. 
And as to the ſettling Plantations with Slaves that 
are to be always at Market, and which the Spaniards 
are expected to buy for Servants in their Houſes, 
which is the chief Uſe they make of them, That is 
altogether chimerical, The Beauty and Skin of the 
Slave is much regarded by the Spaniards, and the 
mark of a Stripe upon the Back, would not only 
ſpoil a Piece de India, but would often prevent the 
dale; and it muſt be a very moderate Exerciſe in- 
deed, which they will be prevailed with to do in the 
Field without a moderate uſe of Correction, beſides, 
the ſending them alone to a Soil proper for Planting 
in Seaſonable Weather for it, and expoſing them to 
the Damps and Rains would certainly occaſion them 
abundance of Sickneſs and deſtroy many, but this 
WR upon 


= * n 5 


upon many other Accounts was ſo wild an Imagi- 
nation, that I believe it was only intended to a- 
muſe thoſe who were altogether unacquainted with 
=_ WA eſt Indies, and the Nature and Management of 
aves. | K* mp5 
I think there is very little to be ſaid for Planting 
at all, in which Caſe the Company muſt neceſſarily 
do like other Planters. They muſt ſtoek their Plan- 
tations with proper Slaves, whom they muſt Cloath 
and Encourage to build Houſes for themſelves and 
Families, and fix them therein, and run the hazards 
of Sickneſs &. which all Planters do, and which 
are always greateſt in New Settlements, and with 
unſeaſon d Negroes. 5 
If this were to be done among the Spaniards, 
there would probably be lictle Land ro be found at 
any reaſonable Diſtance from the Ports, which was 
worth any Bodies while to Plant, They muſt go in- 
to the Neighbouring Mountains to look for it, 
and when they had done, they would find it had been 
very much their cheapeſt Way to have ſent to Fa- 
maica to have Bought thoſe very Proviſions, rather 
than Planted them. 72 | 
But whoever will conſider the 24th, and 35th 
Articles of the Contract, and compare them toge- 
ther, will eaſily comprehend the Favour that is in- 
tended the Company by this Privilege of Settling 
Plantations; The Duties are agreed to be due from 
the Day of landing the Slaves in any of the Spaniſh. 
Ports, and to be Paid though the Negroes, Dye be- 
fore they are Sold, except only, if they are dan- 
gerouſly ill, then indeed they ſhall be put a-ſhore 
for their Health, and muſt out-live the 15th Day, 
after which Time if they dye, the Duty is to be 
Paid. And I am very much afraid if the Slaves are 
brought directly from Guinea, thoſe Plantations will 
only ſerve to invite them to Land under pretence 
of Recovery, in order to fix the Duty, but will — 
2 0 
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of more Uſe for 2 Burying Place for them, than for 
their Refreſhment or Preſer vation. 

F believe I may ſay there is ſcarcely One Ship 
arrives from Guinea with Three, Four, or Five Hun- 
dred Negroes aboard, whereof there is not from 
Ten to Thirty, and ſometimes twice as many, 
which are not worth 5 J. a piece when they arrive, 
and yet in all probability may not only out- live 
Fifteen Days, but with great Care and Nurſing 
moſt of them may recover; I confeſs I can't tell by 
the Contract what the Duty is to be that ſuch Slaves 
are to Pay, or how many of them are to goto a 
Piece de India; I think it very unreaſonable they 
ſhould Pay any, and yet I ſee no Way to avoid it, 
but by going firſt to Famaica. 

But if Ships are to come down directly from the 
Coaſt of Guinea to the ſeveral Ports of New Spain; what 
are to be done with the refuſe of the Cargoes, ſuch 
Negroes as the Spaniards will not meddle with? It 
may be anſwered, that the remainder may be ſent 
from Carthagena to Famaica, as well as from Jamaica 
to Carthagena, which is agreed they may, [thoſe 
Two Ports lying pretty oppoſite, and the Naviga- 
tion betwixt them as to the advantage; or rather the 
diſadvantage of Winds and Currents, ſetting into 
the Gulph, being much the ſame either way ] But 
then the Negroes muſt not be Landed, for if they 
are, its plain by the 24th Article the Duty muſt be 
paid tho they are not Sold; and the like Expedient 
cannot be found from any other Spaniſh Port; a foul 
large Ship may be as long in getting up from Porto- 
bel, as in coming from Guinea, and from the Hawans 
or La Vera Cruz,, there is hardly any returning for 
them to Windward at all, and if they could, the Re- 


mainder of the Negroes would not pay the Charge 
of the Navigation. 5 | 


It's 
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Ats true, The Portugueze and the French who have 
both had the Aſiento, carry d it on with their great 
Ships directly from Guinea to the Coaſt of New 
Spain, but good part of that Time Mexico was very 
ill ſupply'd, and it is agreed on all Hands the 4/fen- 
tif loſt conſiderably by it; and it looks as if the 
. Latter had found by experience that it was owing in 
ſome Meaſure to their Method of Trade, ſince they 
had endeavour'd of late to try another, by a Sertle- 
ment they made uſe of for that purpoſe at the Iſland 
of St. Thomas. rn ie 
During part of the Reigns of King. James, and 
King William, Don Nicholas Porcio, a Spaniard un- 
dertook the Aſſiento. He manag d it by an Agent, 
who had liberty (and I ſuppoſe it was not thought 
a very great Favour done him) to reſide at Famaica ; 
a preference the Spaniards would not have given to 
ie, had they not been convinc'd of its Advantages 
over all other Parts of the Indies] this Agent was 
Don Caſtillo, afterwards Knighted by King William; 
and he having proper Factors at the ſeveral Ports 
on the Spaniſh Coaſt to give him Advice from Time 
to Time of the Demands of Slaves, and the Con- 
tracts made for them, had no more to do than to 
purchaſe them of the Engliſh Merchants as they 
dame to Market at Famaica, and the price agreed 
for with the Engliſh was generally paid in Silver 
or Gold upon the delivery of the Slaves at the par- 
"ticular Ports to which they were conſigned. | 
It muſt be granted, Don Porcio ſucceeded no better 
as to His particular Gain by the Aſſiento than the 
French and Portugueze ; all have been Looſers by it; 
This is confeſt upon the Engliſh Contract; [tho' there 
is now a much better proſpect for the Engliſh Com- 
pany, if they themſelves don't take wrong Mea- 
ſures] However, I never heard but, the Spaniards 
were well ſupply'd with Slaves during Don Yor? 
7 on- 


Contract, and England then had their Bullion for its 
Manufacture. ee 2.09 
One would think there ſhould be little difficulty 
to prevail with an Engliſh Company to take all poſſible 
precautions to avoid ſuch Meaſures as they find Rea- 
ſon to believe were the Occaſion of their Predecef- 
ſors, former Aſſientiſts, miſcarriages, and which ap- 
pears to have been in nothing plainer than in hav- 
ing truſted the Spaniards too much, and been too 
much in their power. * | 
I T have heard there was a great Arrear due to Don 
Porcio and others concern d with him at the Ex- 
piration of His Contract, or at leaſt when He 
had done with it, which was never afterwards paid; 
They were Subjects of Spain, and tho' they had much 
the ſame Priviledges granted them in the Indies that 
other Aſſientiſts have had, they were ſtill in their 
Soveraign's Power, and could have no rgdreſs 
but from him; This ruin'd them and Sir Fames 
Caſtillo, and with whom ſeveral Engliſh Merchants 
likewiſe ſuffered, and who poſſibly might have 
found means of redreſs, if all the Care had been 
taken of them which might have been expected from 
the progreſs of the Britiſh Arms; But I really do not 
know certainly if this Opportunity was loſt for want 
of 1 proper Application, or by a neglect of it when 
made. } 

The Portugueze Company ſettled amongſt them, 
and thereby gave them an Opportunity of ſeizing 
their Effects to a great Value on ſome pretence of 
breach of Articles, and by all the Sollicitations they 
have been able to make at the Court of Spain have 
never receiv d Satisfaction. | | 

The French Company purſued the ſame: Meaſures, 
and tho they had pretenſions to better Ulage, have 

found [ excepting the Seizure] little better Succeſs. 


And 


(16) 
And tho it were now to be hop'd that an Eng- 
liſh Company under the Protection of his preſent 
Majeſty, .who will undoubtedly revive and main- 
tain the Honour of the Nation, and Security of its 
Commerce, will not be 'in danger of ill Treatment. 
Vet who knows what may happen upon a ſudden 


Rupture, if they, like the Portugueze, put them- 


ſelves in their Power, to be liable to be ſurpriz d? 
Their Contract mult in ſuch Caſe be ſuſpended, 
and they are not to forget that in Caſe of a War, 
— may fare the worſe for being thought Here- 
- But I have heard it taken for granted, (as moſt 
other Things in relation to this Affair, which have a 
prejudicial Conſequence to the Company, have been) 
that, which Way ſoever the Negroes are carry d, there 
will be a Neceſſity of Truſt. For my Part, I cannot 
agree to this; there is no Obligation to it by the 
Contract: The Duties are taken care of, and to be 
paid in the Court of Spain, whether the Compan 
get any thing from their Mines or not; I confeſcs, 
there is one Way to make it neceſſary, and that is, 
by carrying the Negroes directly to them; if the 
Company does not do that, I think, they need not 
Sw, unleſs they find an Advantage in it by the 
rice. D 
The Spaniards formerly found ready Money for 
the Price of the Slaves to the Engliſh in the Time of 
Don Porcio's Contract, and the Credit that was given, 
was given by thoſe Aſſientiſts and their Agents: They 
have likewiſe paid ready Money to the Jamaica 
Merchants during the War, and their Correſpon- 
dents uſed to Adviſe them when the Money and 
Plate arriv'd from Lima, &c. before they expected 
a ſupply of Slaves, they cannot but be ſuppos d as 
able to do it in Time of Peace. And whatever may 
have been pretended by thoſe whoſe Deſigns have 
apparently been to favour the Spaniards more than 


Engliſh 
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Ene lib, (notwithſtanding it was the Engliſh Com- 

715 (ary who were deſign d ſhould have paid 
them 7 £ per Cent. for extraordinary Services). The 
Spaniards will moſt certainly find ready Money now; 
or what is equivalent to it, if they are kept to their 
Contract (as I hope they now will of not being 
ſupply'd with Slaves by any other Nation. 

What has been obſervd, Sir, ſeems to me to point 
out the moſt eaſy, fafe, and frugal Method of car- 
rying on the Aſſiento Contract to the beſt Advan- 


tage of Britain, the Company, and Famaica. 
Suppoſe then, all were reduc'd to this ſhort 


Scheme, | 

That the South-Sea Company ſettle their principal 
Factory at Jamaica, not exceeding fix Perſons. 

That they be entruſted with a Capital Stock ſuf- 
ficent to employ two or three Sloops conſtantly to 
the ſeveral Ports of New Spain: Theſe may be bought 
or hir'd, as the Company ſhall think fit. 

That two Factors only (which is thought will be 
found upon Conſideration ſufficient) be ſent to reſide 
at fuch of the Spaniſh Ports as ſhall be thought requis 
fite, and they to give Advice of the Demands of the 
Spaniards from Time to Time, and of the Prices of- 
fer'd or contracted for. 

That a Super- cargo out of the Factory at Jamaica, 
be ſent on Board the Sloops every Voyage, and be a 
Check upon the Factors on the Coaſt | 

The Company to ſend all their Slaves to Famaica, 
there to be ſorted proper for the Spaniards, and 
never to be ſent, but according to ſuch particular De- 
mands, and Advice of there being Money, Plate, 
_ or other valuable Exchange ready to purchaſe 

em. | 
The Remainder of the Cargoes, to be ſold to the 
Planters, 
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If there be any Apprehenſion of Danger from Py: 
rates, or otherwiſe, Application may be made to 
the Government: for a Frigot to accompany the 
Sloops, which may eaſily be order'd, there being ge- 
N two Frigots in Time of Peace upon the 2 
maica Station. 

The Trade to Africa being no otherwiſe neceſſa - 
ry to the Company, than to enable them to per- 
form their Contract, they may purſue that more or 
leſs, as they find it neceſſary, or find it anſwer. Tho 
they ſhould decline it themſelves, their Encourage- 
ment to the Market at Famaica, would not fail to 
bring thirty or forty Sail of Guinea Ships every Year 
to that Iſland, and their Factory would be ſure of 


having their Choice of Slaves at reaſonable and cer- 


tain Prices, becauſe they would buy with ready 
Money, which others ire not always able to do. 

Voyages to Carthagens may be made in Sloops 
in little more than a Fortnight; in about three 
Weeks to Portabello; to the Havana in about a Month; 
and to Lavera Crux in little more: Each Sloop will car- 
ry a Hundred and fifty Negroes, and make eight or ten 
Voyages in a Year: And in this manner two or three 
at moſt will deliver the whole Number of Negroes 
contracted for in the North Seas, or a greater num- 
ber if needful at the Times and Places the Spaniards 
ſhall require them. 


After the firſt returns from the Coaſt, the Plate 


and Money which was the produce of the preceed- 
ing Voyage, may be immediately and ſo ſucceſſively 
return'd to Britain, with a Freight of Plantation 
Commodities, as often as the Company ſend their 
own Ships. | 

As to the Negroes which areto be furniſh'd at Bue- 
n0s-Ayres; Thither indeed it ſeems neceſſary for the 


Company to ſend Ships directly where there muſt be 


a Factory to receive them, having no Colony of their 


own Country from whence they can ſupply * 
; | | ut 


I | 
But I believe if the Method now propos'd for the 
reſt, be compared wich any other, and fairly exa- 
mined, it will not only appear more ſafe and profi- 
table, but much leſs CHOI in the execution. 

This will certainly raiſe the price of Slaves with 
the Spaniards, who muſt agree to a reaſonable Prof- 
flit before they can expect them, whereas the con- 
trary Method would often occafion a Glut, and be- 
ing at their Market and only theirs, they would in 
good meaſure be able to ſet the Price. 

By this means Veſſels from Ireland and the Nor- 
thern Plantations, will be encourag'd co bring like 
Quantities of Proviſions and Stores for Shipping to 
Famaica as uſual : Of which, and particularly Flow- 
er and Pork (if not Contraband) the Company will 
have a conſtant Demand for their own Uſe, and to di- 
ſpoſe of ton the Spaniards with their Slaves, which they 
will never fail to take off at a wery great Advantage. 

By this Means, the Colony of Famaica will be a- 

ain encourag'd and ſtrengthen d; which will be a 

rengthening of His Majeſty's Power and Influence 
in thoſe Parts, and which is the real Security of the 
Company : Many Inhabitants will thereby be em- 
ploy'd there, which would otherwiſe be the Em- 
ployment of Spaniards ; a great part of that Money 
which would be ſpent by the Company's ſettling Fa- 
&ories, and laying in Stores and Proviſions for their 
Ships and Slaves in Spaniſh Dominions, will be ſaved 
to the Company ; and what is ſpent, will be ſpent 
amongſt His Majeſty's own Subjects: If the Com- 
pany turn Planters, it will be in a Britiſh Plantation, 
and the Navigation and Trade of many other Britiſh 
Plantations will be encreas'd ; the Company will be 
watchful over the Safety and Intereſt of the Colony 
of Famaica upon every Alarm or Appearance of 
Danger, which will be a Security to the Eſtates and 
Intereſts of the Inhabitants of the Iſland, as well as 
C 2 their 


(20) 
their own, whilſt ſo great a Treaſure as may at any 
one Time be in the Hands of their Factors, will be in 
His Majeſty's own Dominions, and not upon the pre- 
carious Foot of being in the Power of a one Foreign 
Nation under the Influence of another in Caſe of 
any Rupture, with either of them, or any pretended 
Breach of the Spaniſh Laws. | 

I am perſuaded every honeſt Britain will wiſh 
theſe Advantages to Jamaica rather than to Spain, 
and yet I cannot help ſaying, That all the pre- 
tended Privileges granted to the Company by the 
Contract, ſuppoſing ir to be carryd on upon the 
Scheme of avoiding Jamaica as a Rock, have an 
apparent View of carrying all fuch Advantages to 
the Spaniſh Settlements, and leaving a Britiſh Colo- 
ny ſurrounded by two Powerful Nations, lately 
their united Enemies (and of whom Jamaica muſt 
be always jealous) under ſuch viſible Diſcourage- 
ments, as either to fall a Sacrifice to one of them, 
or to dwindle by Degrees to Tos and De- 
ſtruction. 

You will obſerve, Sir, that I have hitherto a- 
voided taking any Notice of the extraordinary Ad- 
vantages given to the Company in the Afﬀento 
Contract, by the Liberty of ſending a Ship of fire 
Hundred Tunn every Year with dry Goods to the 
Coaft of Spain. The manner of ſending and diſpo- 
ling of thoſe Goods ſeems ſo particularly preſcrib d 
by the Treaty, that ſo long as that remains upon 
the Foot it now ſtands, they can be imported to the 
Spaniard in the Weſt-Indies in no other manner. 

But however, the Company are become very 
ſenſible of the Inconveniencies which muſt attend 
the locking up their Goods in the King of Spain's 
Ware-Houſes, till the Time of an uncertain Fair, 
with many other Particulars which they have taken 
prudent Methods to haye redreſs d, and which my: 

1 | 2 "es 
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cles will undoubtedly receive, by the Influence- of his 
preſent Majeſty, a favourable Explication. 

And yet it may not be improper to acquaint you 


upon this Head, that the Method the Jamaica Mer- 


chants took for diſpoſal of their dry Goods, was 
to ſell them together with the Slaves; and it has 
been very difficult for them to diſpoſe of any Wook- 
len Goods otherwiſe, by reaſon the French have con- 
tinually ſtock'd the Spaniards with Woollens to that 
degree by way of the South-Seas, that inſtead of any 
Demand for ſuch Goods for Lima, and the reſt of the 
South-Seas, by the way of Portobel and Panama, from 
whence they had formerly all their Supply, they 
have of late Years actually ſent them from thence in- 
to the North-Seas. | | 

Unleſs that Paſſage is ſtop'd, it is impoſlible any 
Trade for ſuch Commodities can be advantageous 
in the North-Seas. 

The Time was, when a Treaty might have been 
obtain'd for the Britiſh to have been the only Foreign 
Nation allowed to Trade with the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, 
which was an Article propos d and agreed to at the 
Treaty of Gertruydenbergb, and might as well, and 
with more Reaſon have been obtain'd afterwards z 
this would have been a great and real Acquiſition 
to the Britiſh Trade; what is done as yet, as to 
Woollen Goods, is of little or no Advantage. 

But to return to what I deſign'd to confine mY 
ſelf, to wit a Principal Factory at Famaica for the dit- 
poſal of Slaves. 

To which I remember there were ſome ObjeRi- 
ons made, and which you will expect ſhould be an- 
ſwer d. a 
The moſt Material one, I think, was the Duty of 


Twenty Shillings per Head, which has been laid by 


Act of Aſſembly in Jamæica upon the Export 
of Slaves, and been apply'd to the Extraordinary 
0 Occaſions 
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=” Occaſions of the Government there during the War; 


this was alledg d to beUnreaſonable for the Company 

to pay for ſo great a Number of Slaves as they 
ſhould import to Famaica, only as a Ware-Houſe, 
I cannot be poſitive whether this Duty has ever 
been continued in Time of Peace, and if not, 
the Obje&ion falls | 

For my Part, I confeſs it ſeems to me very impo- 
litick for any Country to lay a Duty upon the Ex- 
port of a Foreign Commodity, which is a manifeſt 
Diſcouragement to the Importation of it ; whereas 
on the contrary, there is a Draw-back allow'd upon 
the Exportation of almoſt all ſuch Species of Com- 
modities in all well regulated Countries. . 
I have been very credibly inform'd, that Barb 
does had formerly a pretty conſiderable Trade for 
Negroes, with ſome of the Spaniſh Windward Set- 
elements, till without conſidering the Conſequences, 
and imagining that it would leſſen the Price for the 
Planters uſe, by diſcouraging the Exportation, they 
laid ſuch a Duty upon the Export of Slaves from their 
Iſland : But this gave Occaſion to the Exporters to 
raiſe their Price upon the Spaniards, and ſo diſ- 
courag'd the Importation, that it prov'd the Loſs of 
that Trade, and of which they became afterwards 
very ſenſible, but were never able to recover it. 

The Aſſemblies of Famaice will certainly conſider 
how much it is the Intereſt of that Iſland to invite 
the Company to it by all the Indulgences they can 
allow them, and exempt them from any Burthens 
which may reaſonably diſcourage them. 

Tho' the Conſequences: have not yet been the 
ſame to them as to Barbadoes, they owe it to 
their Situation above the other ; if it ſhould remove 
the Company from them, their Caſe would then be 
little different. 


But 


But on the other ſide, if the Exigencies of thw{Y 
King's Government there, ſhould at any time re- . 
quire the raſing ſuch Summs as uſed to be raiſed b 
that Duty, and no other Expedient could be found 
by more proper Funds, (as tis probable there would) 
yet I hope whilſt the Company enjoy'd all the bene- 
fit of Export to themſelves. The Payment of a mo- 
derate Duty towards the Support of that Govern- 
ment, which it would then equally concern them 
to ſupport, would not be a ſufficient matter of Dif- 
ference to prevent their ſettling in a Colony, which 
will, asI have ſhew'd, amply repay them in the Ex- 
penſe it will otherwiſe ſave them, and in the 
Conveniencies it will afford them. 

Another Objection was made, That this would 
be a Factory Extraordinary, and that as it has been 
thought neceſſary to have Factors in all the Princi- 
pal Ports upon the Spaniſh Coaſt, and at the Hawana, ' 
and none can be omitted on Account of this, this 

' would encreaſe the Charge of the Company. 

I think this is ſufficiently anſwer'd already, nor 
ſhou'd I have now ſtared it as an Objection, but to 
conſider a little more fully, how reaſonable it ap- 
_ to leſſen the Company's Charge at every other 

actory. 

1 — propoſed Two Perſons inſtead of Six in 
each Factory, who having nothing to do but to 
agree for, receive, and deliver the Negroes ſent him 
by the Principal at Famaica, and to ſhip the Re- 
turns, I think, will be altogether ſufficient. 

Nor can I ſee the Reaſon why the Company 
ſhould go further than Portobel with their Factory 
for the Supply of the Sourh-Seas; it's true, Portobel 

is an unhealthy Place, but ſo is all the Weſt-Indies 

for Europeans; and if the Company chuſe Panama 

for their Factory, for that Reaſon, there muſt one 
or two notwithſtanding reſide at Portobel, or elſe 
they muſt agree at Panams for the Delivery * — 
ayes 
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Slaves to ſome Spaniards at Portobel, who ſhall be 
appointed by the Contractors for the Receit of them. 


There is no doubt but the Price of Slaves in thoſe 


Parts increaſe as they Travel into the South-Seax. 
The Spaniards will give more for Slaves at Panama, 
than they will at Portobel, and more at Lima than 
at Panama; but then the Seller muſt deliver them at 
thoſe Places at the advanc'd Rates, and it is therefore 
very immaterial where the Contract is made, the 
Place of Delivery being what will determine the 
Price; and I cannot but be of Opinion, it will be 
beſt for the Company to leave the Spaniards to 
the travelling their own Shves up their own Coun- 
try, who are beſt acquainted with the Method of 
it, and can certainly do it cheapeſt; but more eſpe- 
cially on account of the Duty payable at their firſt 
Landing, whatever Accidents happen afterwards, 
and to content themſelves with the Profit of them 
upon the Delivery at Portobel, and run no further 
Riſque, either of tranſporting their Slaves over Land, 
or bringing back their Money, in which likewiſe 
they will find there is Danger, the Spaniards having 
been many times intercepted by Pyrates about the 
Entrance of the River Chagre. 

Much leſs can I think it the Company's Advan- 
tage to imbark on any Navigation in the South-Seas ; 
they are to have but Six Perſons, at moſt, of Engliſh 
in their own Factory, and the Privilege of hiring 
Spaziards, and Spanijh Veſſels are amongſt thoſe 
Advantages which are certain to the Spaniards, with 
very little Appearance of being fuch to the Com- 

any. 
N There have always Spaniſh Factors reſided at Porto- 
bel, for the Buſineſs of Panama and the South- Seas, 
and the Company will not faitof Perſons who will 


Content themſelves with reſiding there likewiſe ; and 


ift they come to conſider what they will have my 
whe 
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when the Notions of Store Houſes, Plantations, '&c. 
are laid aſide, I believe they will conclude TWO 
there, and the like at Carthagena, La Vera Cruz,, and 
the Havana, with their Principal Factory at Fa- 
maica and Supercargo's only from thence to the 
Ports of the Windward Coaſt, upon Advice of 
Letters, will very ſufficiently anſwer their Occa- 
ſions. | 

A third Objection which was faid to have 
had great Streſs laid upon it, was that by the 
Company's ſettling there, it would give an Op- 
portunity to the Famaica Merchants to continue 
their private and unlawful Trade, (which I al- 
low it may now very juſtly be call d ſince the 


- Treaty) under Covert of the Company's own Fa- 


Rory, and which was abſolutely neceſſary for the 
Company to prevent, and therefore it was argued as 
neceſſary to ſettle only among the Spaniards. | 
Tho' I cannot agree to this Concluſion, on the 
contrary it appears to me to be an Argument rather 
for than againſt the Matter in Diſpute ; yet I muſt 
admit, that the Company have had ſome Reaſon gi- 
ven them to apprehend from the Famaica Merchants 
a continuance of their Secret Trade, in prejudice to 
them, and therefore am not ſurprized that this Ob- 
jection ſhould have made a ſtrong Impreſſion 
upon many Gentlemen concerned in the Direction 
of the Affairs of the Compa x. 
In a Pamphlet, containing ſeveral Letters to 
a Member of Parliament, entituled, The Aſſtento 
Contract conſider d, (which ſeem'd to have been done 
with honeſt Deſign) the Author, I think, has fuf- 
fer'd his Zeal to tranſport hint too far in his Vindi- 
cation of the Famaica Trade, as well when he con- 
demns the eAſſtento Contract, as what mult neceſſaril 
be a loſing Contract, and deprive the Nation of thoſ: 


| Advantages which accru'd to it by the Jamaica 


Trade, as when he. juſtifyd their Right to con- 
tinue 


(26) 
ons their private Trade, notwithſtanding the 
Treaty: 1 1 1 
In Pag. 46. he has this Query, Whether any 
> Stipulation in a Treaty, the Article whereof => 
70 particularly confirm'd by Act of Parliament, can 
* reſtrain the Subject from any Right or Liberty 
* which otherwiſe he might lawfully claim or en- 
joy, or put him under any Penalties or Incapa- 
© cities which the Laws of his Country have not 
> aa hk Baba, 
I confeſs theſe are Matters above my ity; 
however, becauſe thoſe Letters were ſaid to be wrote 
from Famaica, and in a View for its Service; and be- 
cauſe ſuch Pretenſions to a Right of Trade ſeem to 
be the moſt reaſonable Foundation of the preſent 
Objection, I ſhall endeavour to anſwer it 
And I think it would be very diſhonourable to 
the Prerogative of the Crown to ſuppoſe any dila- 
bility init, about regulating a Matter of Trade by 
Treaty, in any particular whatſoever, not contrary 
to the Laws of the Land. The Eighth and Ninth 
Articles of the Treaty of Commerce with France 
were to introduce that which was directly contrary 
roan AR of Parliament, and therefore needed an 
Act of Parliament to ſupport what was there 
ſtipulated, by Repeal ofa former Law, but there were 
ſeveral other Regulations in Trade contained in that 
as well as all other Treaties; which were never thought 
to have Occaſion for an Act of Parliament to cnjoin 
the Obſervance of. And yet will any Body fay, 
They are not therefore to be obſervid. And can it be 
fac a the Jamaica Merchants had a legal Right to 


uch a Trade ; this their beſt Friends cannot ſay 
or them. This way of Arguing would ren- 
der all the Treaties of our Princes of little Credit or 
. and Foreign Nations would think 
hemſelves as lirel obliged by them, as often 25 it 
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ſuited the private Ends of any of their Subſeds: 
however prejudicial to us to negle& them, or act 
contrary to them. þ | 
And tho? that Writer has with a pardonable Warmth 
for what he has thought the Good of Jamaica, drawn 
all the difmal Conſequences he has fear'd as neceſſary 
to the Loſs of this private Trade, I cannot bur ſo far 
differ with him, as to think the general Concern and 
publick Intereſt of that Colony will be anſwered by 
the Company's ſetling there, however it may prejudice 
ſome private Perſons, | | 
” Thoſe Traders may likewiſe remember, that the 
Trade carry'd on by them (tho' the beſt which the 
Circumſtances of Affairs then permitted) was yet at. 
tended with great Hazard, and very often great Loſſes 
were ſuſtained by them, in which the Publick likewiſe 
ſufferd. The Trade which is now ſertled is upon a 
ſurer Foundation, and promiſes a more laſting Advan- 
tage to Jamaica; it the Company ſettles amongſt 

em. | | 
And I: own I am at a Loſs to find out how this 
comes to be an Objection to it. The Company "4 
mult be allowed) have the ſole Right of ſupplying : 
Spamards with Slaves, according to the Afrento Con- 
tract, and all other Nations and Perſons (not cor- 
cern d in the Company, which it is in any body's Power 
to be) are excluded thereby. This Right is granted 
by the King of Spain to the Crown of Great Britaix, 
and by His prefent Majeſty to the South. Sca Company, 
and cannot be queſtioned by the Subjects of either. 
Allowing then the Company to have moſt Reaſon 
to ſuſpect the Jamaica Merchants attempting to inter- 
fere with them; Which ſeems the moſt reaſonable way 
to prevent them? The ſelling their own Factory in 
Jamaica, who may obſerve and watch them; and mn 
be inform'd of every Attempt of that Nature; or a- 
voiding that Iſland; and 88 to the itcercepting | 
2 all 
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deſtinely; the Spaniſb Governments have never been 


3230 
all ſuch Traders on the Spani/h Coaſt? It muſt be 
very obvious to every Body that will judge imparti- 
ally, that the former is the more probable Method. 
There is but one Port of Entry at Jamaica; the Com. 
pany s Factors will recide there: It becomes the pub- 
lick Intereſt of the Hland to diſcourage all Attempts 
againſt the Company's. The Governour is at hand to 
Jupport them in the Enjoyment of their juſt Right; 
whereas when once a Veſſel is fail'd from thence, it 
is not eaſy to meet with her upon the Coaſt. That 
Trade has been famous for being carry'd on there clan- 


able to hinder them; and the Temptation will be the 
Tame to the Spaniardt in buying Negroes cheaper by 


Having the Duty. There are an infinite Number of 


Creeks upon the Coaſt, where ſmall Veſſels may get 
it ; and it can hardly be expected that ZFemaica will 
contribute to the Diſcovery of their Inhabitants, or 
hindering them the leaſt in any Trade, when by the 
Company's avoiding them, they will be reduc'd to 
the urmoſt Neceffity. | F 1 
There are but theſe two Ways the Jamaica Mer- 
chants can continue their Trade if the Company ſec- 


tles at Jamaica; It muſt either be by ſending Negroes 


aboard the Company's Veſſels, which cannor be with- 
out the Permiſſion of their Factors, or elſe in ſepa- 


rate Veſſels, which cannot be without their Know- 


ledge ; ſo that this Objection can have no Weight but 
from̃ a Suppoſition of the Company's being betray d 
by their own Factors. Wen | 

But I was forry to hear this Objection carry'd fur- 
ther: Jamaica was charged with forgetting very much 
the Intereſt of their Principals in Great Britain; and 


hoy punttual ſoever they might be in their Dealings 
amongſt one another, they were ſaid to have little Re. 


gard to the Concerns of thoſe who were abſent; 2 n 
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that therefore the Company were unwilling to ha 


any thing to do with them. - | 

This is an Objection indeed that highly concerns 
them, and which in all Likelihood firſt came from 
thoſe who have been ſo induſtrious to give them an 
ill Name in order to deſtroy them, concluding that if 
they were once well branded, and under an ill Repu- 
tation, they could the more eaſily be avoided as a 
Rock. G4. n 
But I believe Jamaica, Sir, in this reſpeQ is pretty 
much like the reſt of the World; it has been a conſi- 
derable trading Place, and therefore ſhould know the 
Value of Credit; at leaſt it is very unreaſonable to 
judge of whole Societies by the Lump in Matters 
wherein every Individual is to anſwer for himſelf; 
however, I think, I may venture to ſay this in Vindi- 
cation of the whole, That it is not poſſible for the 
Company to fall into worſe Hands in that Iſland, than 
thoſe they have lately got out of. 

And tho? there may have been particular Inſtances of 
Breaches of private Truſt (as I ſuppoſe there may 
have been in all FaQories abroad and at home) yet I 
believe that publick Juſtice has been generally as e 

ually adminiſtred there; (I ſpeak of it within the 
mat of my own Experience and Obſervation for 
eight Years paſt) and that ar leaſt as much care has 
been taken by the Legillative there for the Security of 
every principal Adventurer thither, as in any other 
of His Majeſty's Colonies. | 

Bur if this be an Objection, Sir, to the Company's 
ſettling there, it muſt be an Objection to the Air of 
the Place, which in ſuch caſe I think would be the 
molt unhealthy in the World; for the Company, it 
is ſuppoſed, will chooſe their own, Factors, which 
they may do, if they think fit, of Perfonswho have 


never been there; and if they beliete dle Infect ĩion 
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catching, it may then more probably be owing to the 
Climate, and their Factors may run as great Riſcues 
among the Speniards. et 
Ir's certain there muſt be Truſt in their FaQuories, 
whereſoever they ſettle them; and, in my humble Opi- 
nion, there ſeems more Likelihood of Diſcovery of 
any Breach of it, and of Redreſs in Jamaica, than in 


Spain. | | 
I don't recolle& any other particular Objection that 
was made, and begin to fear I have already detain'd 
u too long on To plain an Argument. Wherefore, 
1 with my Thanks to your ſelf, and thoſe 
other Gentlemen with whom I had the Honour to be 
in Company, for this Opportunity of ſnewing them 
my Reſpects, and of artempting a ſmall Piece of 
Service to my Country. It I ſhall be ſo happy as 
to have contributed any thing to that, I ſhall have 
only further to deſire the Favour of being eſteem d, 


SIR, 
Tonart, &c. 
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